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Anglo-Saxons about A.D. yoo.1 Organs were also built.2 Finally, it was the
church which was responsible for the development of luxuries, i.e. of a surplus
production exceeding both in quality and quantity the demands of immediate
necessity. In spite of the assertion that there were no luxury goods at this
early period, or even in Carolingian times, and that they only appeared much
later,3 we have ample documentary evidence for their existence in the pre-
Carolingian period. Much of this evidence has been collected by M. Heyne 4;
a good example is to be found in the treasure which King Chilperic (561-584)
himself showed to Gregory of Tours and which included a great e"pergne made
of gold and jewels, weighing 50 pounds, which he had had made for the glory
of the Prankish people.5 Other examples might be added, for instance the
monument, magnificently adorned with gold and precious stones, which Bishop
Ansbert of Rouen (684-690) caused to be erected to his predecessor6; the
decoration of the church dedicated " To the Golden Martyrs " (later St. Gereon)
at Cologne, of which Gregory of Tours tell us that admirabili opere ex musivo
quodam modo deaurata resplendet 7 ; and lastly the principal church of
Chalon-sur-Saone, erected by Bishop Agroecula (d. 580), the roof of which rested
on pillars and which was adorned inside with marble and mosaics.8 There are
many examples of the use of luxury silks for purposes of worship,9 and finally
it must be recalled that numerous small ornaments in gold and jewels have been
found in the course of the excavations of churches.10
These finds also yield evidence of the rich use of gold ornaments and objects
of luxury among secular lords and ladies. Just at that time the great estates
were appearing, and they gave a new and considerable impulse to industry.
There was, for example, the equipment of the comitatus with weapons and armour,
of which Tacitus tells us.11 The rise of the feudal system and the growth of
vassalage must have considerably increased the demand for these, and also for
the work of saddlers and harness-makers for the cavalry. Military levies and
the need to equip the troops thus raised gave rise to other industries, offering
employment to wheelwrights, and workers hi iron and wood. It is no accident
that various folk-laws also mention unfree workmen, especially metal workers
(sword-aiders), who were in the service of a great lord and were allowed on
occasion to work for others.12
The economic organization of the secular estates created new forms of
industry. Gregory of Tours tells of a case where a noble Gothic land-
owner was inspired by a monastery to erect a water-mill in imitation of one which
he had not been allowed to purchase from the monastery.13 New technical
inventions were made in this early period; the siege of Rome by the
Goths in 536 led to the discovery of shipmills.14
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